




















■ ncrs 01 nn» i ejtivii icv me ™ pancy. wiimnaiew nuiurai v, 
| (tolieve that there were no per- yards of the courthouse then 1 1 
manent settlements in this is a mound of considerable di-1 c 
part, that is to say that the re- mensions, although about ob-1 
I gion was visited by Indians literated by the plow. Within 1 
[ only in their migratory fashion, the memory of persons now Jl 
or perhaps at; certain seasons living it was about ten feet in 
for the fine hunting and fish- height. Another mound of earth 
ing that was had here, and and stone is situated in the 
which is still a favorite resort bottom lands near the river 
of hunters of the white race, and near the residence of Mr. 
The larger articles and cook- C. W. Price. From this mound 
ing utensils that mark the were removed within the past 
more permanent camp sites in year the remains of at leas 
other localities, as in the re- seven adult skeletons. These 
gion of the Chesapeake Bay, bad been buried in a manner 
and along the Ohio River are that indicated that all the bod 
almost entirely lacking here, ies had been thrown together 
The campsites are usually well and earth heaped on them, or 
marked by the presence of nu- else at some time the skeletons 
rnerous arrows finished and un had been disturbed, and after 
finished and broken; beds of wards returned to the mound 
periwinkle shells if near the and covered up. There is no 
river, and the presence of cu- record of the mound having 
rious river rocks of some sort been disturbed, except on the 
that bear heat well, that are surface by the erosive effect of 
pitted on both sides, presum- the cultivation of the soil ir 
ably to allow of handling, and the surrounding fields, and the 
have been used in the crude skeletons were discovered ir 
cookery that prevailed with an accidental manner by work- 
this primitive people. These men laying a watermain. Som< 
camping grounds may be look- of the bones thrown out at that 
ed for at a point where there time I have in my possession 
is high ground or at or near and indicate adult males in the 
the juncture of some stream prime of life. Early traditior 
that p>ms the Greenbrier River has it that a battle was fought 


the principal river that rises 
in iJm eastern part of the state 


Pocahontas County has th< 
MteMbruoa of having the great 
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at this point between the In- 
diansand that the dead were 
buried in this mound. It may 
be that the bones were disturfc 
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[fiver, and the presence of cu- 

J irious river rocks of some sort 
that bear heat well, that are 
pitted on both sides, presum¬ 
ably to allow of handling, and 

J have been used in the crude 
cookery that prevailed with 
this primitive people. These 
camping grounds may be look- 

J ed for at a point where there 
is high ground or at or near 
the juncture of some stream 
that joins the Greenbrier River 

J the principal river that rises 
in the eastern part of the state 
™ f Pocahontas County has the 
distinction of having the great 

J est elevation of any county in 
the state, and giving rise to 
more streams than any other: 
the headwaters of the Green- 
"Tbrier, the Elk, Cheat. Williams 
JRiver, Cranberry, Gauley and 
several others of less impor¬ 
tance. Its forests of pines and 
“[hardwoods are the finest in 
Jthe state. 

Marlinton, the county seat, 
is situated at the junction of 
JKnapps Creek with the Green- 
jbrier River from the east and 
Stony Creek from the west. 
The Indian Draft is an offshoot 
"If Stony Creek valley, and an 
Jild Indian Trail leads up this 
! "draft" four miles to the foot 
jrf Elk Mountain and across 
pftk Mountain to the head of 


record of the mound having 
been disturbed, except on the 
surface by the erosive effect of 
the cultivation of the soil in 
the surrounding fields, and the 
skeletons were discovered in 
an accidental manner by work¬ 
men laying a watermain. Some 
of the bones thrown out at that 
time I have in my possession, 
and indicate adult males in the 
prime of life. Early tradition 
has it that a battle was fought 
at this point between the In¬ 
dians and that the dead were 
buried in this mound. It may 
be that the bones were disturb 
ed in the mound at an early 
date in the settlement of the 
country by the whites and the 
tradition grew out of the fact 
that so many skeletons were 
found together in one burial 
place. My paternal great grand 
father owned and cleared the 
fields where these two mounds 
are situate, but there is no 
special family history of them. 
It is possible that in the stress 
of winning this country from 
the revengeful Indian that lit¬ 
tle value was placed on th- j 
mounds as evidence of the ear¬ 
lier occupiers of the soil, and 
the forests were cleared from 
| them and the mounds leveled 
' by the plow as soon as it was 
practicable for them to do so. 


-liver. It is certain that early settlers 
/reek regarded them as entirely the 
ction work of the Indian tribes then 
rteen in possession of the country, or 
f the their immediate forbears, as 
o the the word “Indian mound/' in 
er in general use even to this day, 
.11 of sufficiently proves, 
vays 

rical My only opinion is that the 
iud- Indians as known to historic 
)bio times were in the habit of 
1 by throwing up mounds, generally 
the in the neigr borhood of their 
nia. camps, to commemorate some 
for special occasion, as the death 
r tr pf a number of men in battle, 
on- or the grave of a distinguished 
a a 'nan in the tribe. However. I 
of lo not remember to have read 
?rs. r hat any of the mounds of 
the vhicb I have heard were fresh- 
y built at the time of their dis 
covery by the whites. On the 
nu contrary, all of which there is 
- cu any record of early discovery 
rec * bore the signs of great antiqui- 
ty, being covered with an an- 
cient growth of forest trees. 


A small mound of earth and 
stone at the mouth of Locust 
Creek was visited by the writer 1 * 

a few years ago. A short time ! tnc 
before'a skeleton had be^n dis- n't 
covered in ih s mound but no be 
other rehcs. There are a few }no 
mounds in the vicinity of Dun- 'ni 
more and Green Bank in the Pi 
upper part of Pocahontas Coun 


but the writer has never! 90 


seen them. 


iin A large mound four miles be- 
ow low Marlinton on the top of a 
in high hill, in the primeval forest, 
rth has never been disturbed except 
be for a hole sunk from the top 
er about six feet to the level of the 
»lr surrounding earth, at which 
fid depth a thick layer of ashes was 
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There is no evidence that the 
Indians trave’ed far into what p 
was a dense forest. ba°k from ^ 
the Greenbrier River and its ^ 
branches and tributaries In t , 
fact in the fields that have t 
in late y^ars been cleared and ^ 
cultivated on the uplands and p 
higher mountains only rarely t 

are the arrow po nts discovered, j 

such as might have been lost t 
in the chase, while nearly ev- c 
ery field on the low lands is^ 
thickly strewn with these evi-J 
dences of early occupancy, and j t 
at some of camp sites mention-. t 
ed thousands of arrow points j 
and other rebcs have been col- { 
lected after the plowing of the r 
fields, and the soil continues to ^ 
yield an apparently undiminish r 
ed supply to those who care to t 
look for them. g 


Flint, the usual material for * 

* _nrrnw % 






•utMi ry i n rowing up mounds, generally 
of the »n the neigi borhood of their 
irginia- camps, to commemorate some 
ay for special occasion, as the death I 
?ing tr "»f a number of men in battle. | 
r con or the grave of a disiinguished 
rgin a nan in the tribe. However. I 
prs of fo not remember to have read 
Si vers. diat any of the mounds of 
o the vhieh I have heard were fresh- 
y built at the time of their dis 
covery by the whites. On the 
ire 1111 contrary, all of which there is 
* any record of early discovery 
idred bore the s jg ns 0 f great antiqui- 
f" e F ( ty, being covered with an an- 
le di c ient growth of forest trees, 
it ob- 

ithin A large mound four miles be- 
; now low Marlinton on the top of a 
>et in high hill, in the primeval forest, 
earth has never been disturbed except 
a the for a hole sunk from the top 
iver about six feet to the level of the 
Mr. surrounding earth, at which 
aued depth a thick layer of ashes was 
pas: found. A very large oak grow- 
leas ngon this mound was uprooted 
hes* many years ago, and tore away 
nner a part of one side. This 
bod mound is composed of earth 
'her *nd stones, all the stones hav- 
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There is no evidence that the 1 rp. . 
Indians traveled fur into what l j 
was a dense forest ba^k from 1*1: d * 
the Greenbrier River and itsi • , 

branches and tributaries InL. ’* 
fact in the fields that have| to b( 
in late years been cleared and| L . 
cultivated on the uplands and • 
higher mountains only rarelyl£ ha J t 
are the arrow po : nts discovered, 1 j 
such as might have been lostL^ * 
in the chase, while nearly ev- dow 
ery field on the low lands i s |c U t, 
thickly strewn with these evi-| rjl 
dences of early occupancy, and tQ 
at some of camp sites mention- 
ed thousands of arrow points ficv 
and other rehes have been col- tbe 
lected after the plowing of the mo 
fields, and the soil continues to As 
yield an apparently undiminish me 
ed supply to those who care to ter 
look for them. an , 

Flint, the usual material for ^ 
the manufacture of arrow 
points and spear heads is native i 
to the limestone formation of in* 
the county, and several beds pa 
are known to have been work- sai 
rino nn fhp headwaters of oa 


U or j ng been conveyed a distance of 
or several hundred feet, as there 
her s none in the immediate vicini- 
und ty of the mound. There is prob- 
s no ibly thirty or forty tons of 
ring Inipe rock in this mound. It is 
the near the mouth of Swago Creek 
t of mid many relics and other signs 
il «i of occur ancy have been noted 
th* in the field** near this mound 
d to and in the region surrounding, 
erk 

imt At Clover Lick, on the War- 
{k*i wkerite, there are several 

mm mounds of the usual form and 


Stony Creek, another on an 
Stamping Creek. In thevtcim It 
ty of both t hese beds there is go 
evidence of camp sites, and pc 
stone relics are numerous. 1 he ot 
public road leading to the head 
of Stony Creek cuts through t0 
a mound about one hundred te 
yards from the ledge of flint, on m 
the lands of James Sharp. ( < 

On the Crooked Fork of Elk 
River on the lands of Hubert, 
Gibson there »« an "Indian . 
Ring/* about SCO feet in diara- 




tf in a manner a part of one side. This 
hat all the bod mound is composed of earth 
‘lrnwn together and stones, all the stones hav- 
fd on them, or ing been con veyed a distance of 
e the skeletons several hundred feet, as there 
bed. and after is none in the immediate vicini 
to the mound ty of the mound. There is prob 
p. There is no ably thirty or forty tons of 
mound having loose rock in this mound. It is 
except on the near the mouth of Swago Creek 
-osive effect of mid many relics and other signs 
of the soil in of occupancy have been noted 
r ields, and the in the fields near this mound 
discovered in and in the region surrounding. 


nner by work- 
?rmain. Some At Clover Lick, on the War- 
rn out at that w ^ck estate, there are several 
r possession, mounds of the usual form and 
: males in the size. These are at the mouth 
rly tradition of Clover Creek, and was a fa- 
e was fought mous resort for Indians, a trail 
reen the In- leading from Clover Creek val- 
e dead were ley,through the Rider Gap and 
und. It may Big Spring Gap to the waters 
were disturb of Old Field Fork and Big 
at an early Spring Fork of Elk River, re- 
nent of the sppctivelv. One of these 
res and the mounds was opened about one 
of the fact hundred years ago by the late 
letons were Jacob Warwick, a first settler, 
one burial an Indian fighter who was at 
great grand i f he battle of Point Pleasant, 
clea-ed the 1774, a veteran of the Revolu- 
wo mounds tion. The well preserved bones 
there \a no of an adult were found in asit- 
ry of them. f «ng posture, face to the west, 
l the and several articles of stone 

luntry from and metal. All was left undis- 
thu lit- turbed and the burial place 
red on ih left as it was found. Succeed- 
the *'ur mg years and a century’s or 
• oml, sr.cj itiOM- cultivation of the soil 
•rji Have about obliterated these 
kit i*v*M mound* Many relics have 
it tx**n found in the fields sur- 
I tu4o at. rounding t htM mound*. 


the county, and several beds pa; 
are known to have been work- sas 
ed. One on the headwaters of pa 
Stony Creek, another on an 
Stamping Creek. In the vicini It 
ty of hoth these beds there is go* 
evidence of camp sites, and pe 
stone relics are numerous. The on 
public road leading to the head 
of Stony Creek cuts through to 
a mound about one hundred! t e , 
yards from the ledge of flint, on 1 mi 
the lands of James Sharp. ( c 

On the Crooked Fork of Elk * r . € 
River on the lands ot Robert mi 
Gibson there is an “Indian ^ ai 
Ring,” about 300 feet in diam- do i 
eter, formed by a sort 
of wire grass. This phenomen- vei 
on is well marked and appears soc 
whenever the field is in grass, ^ 
for more than fifty years since cor 
the spot was cleared of a dense call 
growth of timber and laurel ma 
There is no evidence that this Da 
has any connection wiih Indiar I 
remains, but has been amarvebe 
for half a century. It iswelone 
marked even in a small photo 
graph made from a slight ele 
vation and of which I enclose i 
copy, 

Culbert Lee Gwin Syh ^ 


Culbert Lee Gwin n€ 

Culbert Lee (Cub) Gwin. 83. 
died at his home near Williams- jne 
ville Monday, Dec. 4 after a long So 
illness. Co 

He was a son of the late Mor- » I® 5 
gan and Susan Sorrell Gwin ami 001 
was bom near Headwaters Oct. 

18. 1884 He was a farmer andg j al 
had spent his entire life in the 
Headwaters--Williamsville area and 
was a member of Southall Pres-s * . 
Iiyterian Chapel. 

Surviv mg is his widow, Mrs 
Sal lie Hu pm an Gwin; a sister. 

Mrs. OtLte (.Vummett. o i Staunton 





